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DESCRIPTION

C(3ND1TTON CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

— EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X.UNALTERED UNORIGINAL SITE

X GOOD _flUINS —ALTERED . MOVED DATE
_FAIR ... UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The First Congregational Church is located on the southwest corner

of Midway Place and Waller in Chicago. At the northwest corner of the
intersection is St. Mark's Episcopal Church. On the east side of Waller
(Midway Place ends at Waller ) are apartment buildings. Extending three
blocks west on Midway are many Victorian homes.

The First Congregational Church is one story high on a raised
basement. It is built of yellow-beige Roman brick trimmed with stone.
The entrance is on Midway Place and consists of a tall central section
between two symmetrical lower masses on each side. The cavernous entry
at ground level is framed by posts and lintels which together express
the interlocking vertical-horizontal theme of the design. Its two
massive piers are topped by large planters. The side wells are composed
of vertically-oriented leaded-glass windows separated by thick brick
piers which together reinforce the vertical theme of the sides. The
rectangular masses of the side aisles have flat roofs but the central
nave is covered with a flattened hip roof.

One enters through low entrance doors into a vestibule with a

staircase at each end (east wall and west wall). These stairs lead
down to the social and school rooms in the basement and up to the nave
of the church. The stairs to the second floor rise to a narthex-lilce
room lighted by a large leaded-glass window at the rear of the church.

The auditorium is divided by two aisles into three rows of pews.
The sactuary and altar are at the south end of the auditorium. On the
east is the pastor's study. Opposite, on the south, is a service stair-
way. The nave proper is quite tall and lighted by a leaded-glass sky-
light while the lower side aisles are Illuminated by leaded-glass
windows. The interior plaster walls* are sand colored trimmed in dark-
stained wood and yellow- beige brick.

The interior has been changed by removing the original pews and
Installing newer pews in two rows with three aisles. The original
cube and spheriod ceiling lights have disappeared. The sanctuary has
been changed In minor ways. The basement is extensively remodeled. At
the rear of the church is an addition built in 1959*
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[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ PREHISTORIC . AHCHEUlUliY PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

„„_1400 1499 -ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC ...CONSERVATION _LAW „SClENCt
_ 1SOO 1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
,1600 1699 ^ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN
-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING MUSIC — THEATER
— 1800-1899 —COMMERCE _EXPLORATION-SETTLEMENT PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
^1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY

—INVENTION
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY!

SPECIFIC DATES 1908 BUILDER/ARCHITECT William Drummond, Architect
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Congregational Church of Austin is important as an
early work by one of Frank Lloyd Wright's best students. Not only-
does the church demonstrate in its artistic qualities the design
capabilities of William Drummond, but it also shows how well a Wright
student could capture the essence of his master's modern style. As
Wright's students were not often given the opportunity of designing
buildings other than residences, this church is especially instructive
and significant as an uncommon building type by a Prairie architect.

HISTORY
The First Congregational Church was designed by William Drummond

in 1904 and built in 1905. It was sold in 1925 to the Church of the
Seventh Day Adventists. From them it passed in 1958 to the Catholic
Bishop of Chicago. The Our Lady of Lebanon Roman Catholic Church used
the building from 1958 to 1973 when the Greater Holy Temple of God in
Christ occupied the building as they still do today.

t

William Drummond was born on March 28, 1876 in Newark, New Jersey.
He learned the building trades from his father who was a general
contractor. He spent two years at Austin High School (in Chicago), and
took several courses at the University of Illinois School of Architecture,
Then he spent several months working for Louis Sullivan. In 1899 he
was hired by Frank Lloyd Wright and worked for him until 1909. He was
chief draftsman and project manager for many of Wright's commissions to
which he contributed many ideas. He made the drawings for the Larkin
Building (destroyed) which was built by his father, the Cheney house,
the Isabel Roberts house and the Bradley house and the Hickox houses.
Many of his drawings were used in the Wasmuth portfolio of Wright's
work which was published in 1910. He formed a partnership with Louis
Guenzel that lasted from 1912 to 1915. Guenzel did the construction
while Drummond did the designing. After the first world war Drummond
turned to historic designs in order to secure commissions and after the
depression he worked for other architects.
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1. Uame of Site:

.CK-H-ll

Common

Historic First Congregational Church of Austin

Location:

Street and Number SW corner Waller & Midway ZS^BBM2.

City or Town Chicago Z-lx^SSliZ-

County Cook

Classification;

ige

Section

h Section

Category (check one) ntegilty (check one)

(x) Building

{ ) Structure

5.

( ) District

( ) Site

Ownership :

(x) Private

( ) Public

Access to Public

( ) Yes <*) Restricted (

Present Use (check one or store)

( ) Agricultural

( ) Commercial

( ) Educational
( ) Entertainment
( ) Government

Ownership of Property :

Owner ' s Name

Street and Number

City or Toku

State

( 5 Altered
{ ) Moved

(x) Unaltei
(x) Origins

Site
Status (check one)

) Unrestricted

(x) Occupied

( ) Unoccupied
( ) Preservation work in progress

) Ko

( ) Industrial

( ) Military
( ) Museum
( ) Park
C

') Private Residence

(x) Religious

( ) Scientific
( ) Transportation
( ) Other

Phone Number

County

6. Description :

( ) Excellent
( ) Ruins

(x) Good

( ) Ur.ejtposed

Is there a program o£ preservation underway?

Zip Code

( ) Deteriorated

( ) Yes (x) No ?



7. Historical Themes: (check one or more of the following)

Archeological Site
Archeologlcal Site
French Influence
Illinois Frontier
Illinois Early
Illinois Middle
Illinois Late
Famous People

(Pre-Columbian)
(Post-Columbian to 1673)
(1673-1780)
(1780-1818)
(1818-1850)
(1850-1900)
(1900-present)
(give names & dates)

8. Specific Date: 1908

Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

*)

(historic)
(pre-historic)

Aboriginal
Aboriginal
Agriculture
Architecture
Art
Commerce
Coramunlca t Ion
Conservation
Education
Engineering
Industry
Invention
Landscape Architecture

Literature
Military
Music
Political
Religion/Philosophy
Science
Sculpture
Soc ial /Human!tar ian
Theater
Transportation
Urban Planning
Other (specify)

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates)
Use additional sheets if necessary. Designed by Drummond & Guenzel.

Landmarks Comm. Landmark
Form prepared by:

Chicago

Name and Title: Date: 6/23/75

Organization: Phone

:

Street and Number:

City or Town: County: Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being
completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's
task.

Bibliography
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